October, 1861 
It is probably impossible to have both accuracy and early publication, and if we must make our choice, there is no doubt which alternative we should prefer.
Passing from these points to the Report itself, it is gratifying to see that, with a few exceptions, the extraordinary improvement in the health of the army still continues.
The mortality of the army at home amounted in 1860 to nearly 10 per 1000, but varied somewhat in the different arms and regiments, ranging from 3-27 in the House-, hold Cavalry to 14*86 per 1000 in the Depot Battalions. In the cavalry regiments the amount was 6"09 deaths per 1000 as against 7-94 in 1859 ; and in the infantry regiments it was 9*95 per 1000 as against 7*59 in 1859. The admissions into hospital ranged from 513 per 1000 in the Household Cavalry to 1418 per 1000 in the Cavalry Depots; this last high number being caused by the number of injuries received by the recruits while learning to ride.
The invaliding in 1860 ranged in the different services from 9-61 to 24-65 per 1000; the greatest amount being in the Foot Guards (24 65 per 1000).
Dr. Balfour traces out carefully the effect of age, and then proceeds to the enumeration of the different diseases causing admissions into hospital and mortality.
We shall only notice under these two headings, that as far as regards admissions into hospital, the class of " enthetic (venereal) This being the case, we cannot avoid pausing for a moment to ask how it is that we have lately heard so much of the discontent of the medical officers; a discontent so great and so urgent that we are informed nothing like it has ever been known in the service. The feeling has now commenced to operate beyond the department, and in letters and articles in the medical journals and addresses from medical teachers, young medical men are dissuaded from entering this renowned service. This is a matter so important that we shall offer no apology for making a few observations on it.
As far as we can understand it, the present discontent of the medical officers is in sevex-al rejects a just one. But to make it clear, we must, for the sake of our civil readers, make a few preliminary observations. 
